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combined with his military services to point him out as
best qualified for the office of Commander-in-Chief. There
were other considerations also. The four New England
States had been the first to "begin the war, and the fore-
most in their preparations to maintain it; so that it
seemed a stroke of policy to draw in some one of the
Southern States, as Virginia, more closely with them by
selecting the General from that quarter. Thus all the
deputies from New England, contrary to expectation, and
much to the honour of their public spirit, took the lead in
urging the merits of Washington; and his name being
formally proposed, and a ballot called for, it appeared that
he was unanimously chosen. He was to hold the rank of
General-in-Chief, and receive the pay of five hundred
dollars per month; and under him were named four
officers with the rank of Major-General, and eight with
the rank of Brigadier.

The inmost thoughts of Washington at this anxious
period are shown in his letter to his wife *, the only one
of his letters to that lady which lias been preserved:
" You may believe me, my dear Patsy, when I assure you
" in the most solemn manner that so far from seeking this
" appointment I have used every endeavour in my power
" to avoid it, not only from my unwillingness to part with
" you and the family, but from a consciousness of its
" being a trust too great for my capacity, and that I
" should enjoy more real happiness in one month with you
" at home than I have the most distant prospect of finding
" abroad if my stay were to be seven times seven years.
" But as it has been a kind of destiny that has thrown me
" upon this service, I shall hope that my undertaking it is
" designed to answer some good purpose, .... and I
ee shall rely therefore confidently on that Providence which
" has heretofore preserved and been bountiful to me."

Next day after his election Washington rising from his
place in the Congress expressed his cordial thanks, and
undertook the high trust conferred upon him. But at the
same time he declared his resolution to decline the salary
proposed, and to accept no more than the repayment of his
own expenses, of which he promised to keep an exact ac-

* Dated June 18. 1775.   Writings, vol. iii. p. 2.
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